Subiject Description Form

Subject Code APS4525
Subject Title Welfare Policy
Credit Value 3
Level 4
Pre-requisite / Pre-requisite:
Co-requisite/ _ ) _
Exclusion APSS3230 Theories of Social Policy
Assessment
Methods _ -
100% Continuous Assessment Individual Assessment | Group Assessment
1. Term paper 50% --
2. Participation 20% --
3. Group project - 30%
presentation
e The grade is calculated according to the percentage assigned:;
e The completion and submission of all component assignments are required for
passing the subject; and
e Student must pass the specific component(s) (standard of passing) if he/she is to pass
the subject.
Obijectives The subject aims to enable students to:
o have advanced knowledge of the concepts and theories of welfare policy;
¢ understand the political economy and social factors of welfare policy in the local
context with a global perspective;
¢ De able to critically evaluate Hong Kong’s welfare policy by applying appropriate
concepts and theories.
Intended Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:
Learning a. demonstrate an understanding of complex relationships of actors involved in welfare
Outcomes policy making;
b. analyze a specific welfare policy and administration in Hong Kong by applying
relevant theories and concepts;
c. evaluate the outcomes of the welfare policy critically; and
d. propose ways to improve the existing welfare system in Hong Kong

Last Updated in July 2021

APSS4525 / for the academic year of 2021-22




Subject Synopsis/
Indicative
Syllabus

e Theories and concepts of social welfare

o Welfare regimes

e Types of welfare benefits

e Understanding poverty

e Welfare policies for various vulnerable groups

e Welfare policy making

e Labour policy and pension system

¢ Historical development of welfare policies and programs in Hong Kong
e Influence of socioeconomic changes on social welfare in Hong Kong

Teaching/Learni
ng Methodology

This subject consists of a series of related lectures and online and in-class activities. Since
the major aim of this subject is to develop critical thinking and analytical ability, an
interactive approach is adopted to encourage discussions and debates on welfare policy
issues. Students are required to present on selected policy issues, through which they learn
to develop knowledge in a specific area and to articulate their arguments systematically.

Assessment
Methods in Specific assessment % Intended subject learning outcomes to be
Alignment with methods/tasks weighting | assessed (Please tick as appropriate)
Intended b d
Learning a ¢
Outcomes 1. Term paper 50 % v v v v
2. Participation 20 % v v v
3. Group project 30% v v v v
presentation
Total 100 %
Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended
learning outcomes:
Term paper and group project encourage students to reflect on the lecture content and
apply the concepts and analytical frameworks they learned during the lecture and
readings to analyze a specific welfare policy in Hong Kong. Active participation in
discussion over the issues addressed in the group presentations helps students to think
critically about a wider range of welfare policy issues and effectively learn from other
students.
Student Study Class contact:
Effort Expected

= Lecture 33 Hrs.

= Group Project 6 Hrs.
Other Student study effort

= Reading & preparation for in-class activities 25 Hrs.

= Term paper writing 35 Hrs.
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. Preparation for group project presentation 25 Hrs.

Total student study effort 124 Hrs.
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